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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status ^ 

1 )K Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19 November 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)0 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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6) ^ Claim(s) 16 and 20 is/are rejected. 
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8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 20 recites the limitation "wherein a channel type corresponds to a 

type of service provided by a channel of a path" in lines 1-2. There is insufficient 

antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. There is no "channel" limitation 

claimed in claim 16 hence claim 20 it does not further limits the claim. Please 

also note that claim 16 is a method claim wherein steps are being included. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

2. Claim 16 and, 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Takahashi in view of admitted prior art. 
Takahashi ( US No. 6, 282,197) discloses an ATM switching apparatus, 
comprising: sending a plurality of messages from the subscriber to the switching 
system ( SET UP message, col 2 lines 51-54, col 3 lines 1-5, after setup . 
subscriber sends a CONNECT message , col 4 lines 3-5) to set in order of large 
bandwidth to small bandwidth the various bandwidth which correspond to 
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multiple paths required to provide the service (e.g. QOS, Fig. 9, col 2 23-26 and 
33-37, col 5 lines 9-10, col 16 lines 66-67,col 17 lines 1-9) , securing the 
bandwidth required between the service provider and the subscriber in order 
from large bandwidth to small bandwidth in response to the request message 
(e.g. QOS, Fig. 9, col 5 lines 14-20, col 16 lines 66-67, col 17 lines 1-9), as in 
claim 16. 

Takahashi did not specifically disclose said plurality of messages being setup 
request messages, as in claim 16; ; wherein a channel type corresponds to a 
type of service provided by a channel, as in claim 20. 

Admitted prior art ( Fig. 2) discloses a subscriber sending a plurality of request 
messages ( image setup o message, voice setup message in Fig 2) sent by 
subscriber A), as in claim 16; each channel type corresponds to type of service 
provided by the channel ( image and voice provides by the channel inn Fig. 2), as 
in claim 20. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to provide a channel type of each different 
services provided to the system disclosed by Takahashi with the motivation of 
obtaining a switching apparatus capable of decreasing the probability of a 
connection establishing a request being rejected. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-15,17, 21-23 are allowed. 
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Conclusion 

4. Applicants arguments filed on 1 1/19/04 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Applicant argues that Takahashi fails to disclose sending a 
plurality of messages from the subscriber to the switching system . Examiner 
disagrees since Takayashi discloses a SET UP message sent from the 
subscriber to the terminal, col 2 lines 51-54, col 3 lines 1-5, the same subscriber 
after setup sends a CONNECT message , col 4 lines 3-5 therefore subscriber 
sends a plurality of messages in order to secure the bandwidth between the 
subscriber and the provider. 

5. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 
(703) 872-9306 

(for formal communications intended for entry, for informal or draft 
communications, please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 220 South 20 th Street, 
Crystal Plaza Two, Lobby, Room 1B03, Arlington, Va 22202 (Customer Window). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Ricardo Pizarro whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-3077. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 
9:00 AM to 5:30 PM. The fax number for this Group is (703) 872-9306. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kenneth Vanderpuye can be reached on (571) 272- 
3078. 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



